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The 20 Most Influential People in SBA Lending
Coleman's 2008 List

The most challenging year in SBA lending history, 2008, will pale in comparison to what we will 
face in 2009.

Many SBA lending professionals led by example in this 
trying time. And look for more leaders to emerge in 2009.

To make our 2008 list, someone must have made an impact 
-- positively or negatively -- on the SBA lending industry. 
We also recognize those who have excelled in their 
particular niche. 

The list also adheres to our editorial philosophy of never 
criticizing SBA career staff. We may criticize a policy, but 

never an individual who is doing his or her job to the best of their abilities. 

Political appointees, of course, are held to a different standard.

We also refuse to criticize private individuals. However, scrutiny is properly reserved for those 
who cross the line into the public sector and, for example, voluntarily testify in front of a 
congressional committee.

We divide our top 20 into the three sectors of our business – private, public and industry.

We have chosen not to rank them. Number one may be easy to assign, but differentiating between 
number eight and number 19 is too subjective and difficult.
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2008 Most Influential Public (SBA) People

(TIE)  Alberto Alvarado,  SBA Los Angeles 
District Director
Mark  Quinn,  SBA San  Francisco  District 
Director

The  face  of  passionate  public  servant 
advocacy  lies  with  these  two.  This  choice 
reflects  an acknowledgment  about  the  out-
standing  SBA  district-level  professionals 
throughout the country who are committed to 
the best ideals of the agency. Both are well-
respected by their peers and the lenders they 
serve. 
-------------------------------------------------------
Grady Hedgespeth,  SBA Director of Finan-
cial Assistance, Washington, DC

One of the most significant actions taken by 
SBA last  year was the agency's  response to 
the frozen secondary market to allow lenders 
to use Libor in lieu of Prime as the peg rate. 
Whether  you  agree  or  disagree  if  this  rule 
change  helped,  the significance  was  not 
necessarily the change, but how quickly SBA 
moved to enact the rule change -- about six 
weeks. 

We  predict  the  Obama  Administration  will 
enact  many  changes  to  turn  round  the 
dramatic  decline in  SBA 7(a) and 504 loan 
volume.  Look  for  SBA's  dedicated  civil 
servants  to  move  quickly  to  enact  these 
changes.

Fred Hochberg, Nominated to Head Export-
Import Bank, Washington, DC

Reading  the  Obama  SBA transition  team's 
white paper gives us a glimpse of how SBA 
will look later this year. Increased subsides, 
reduced fees, increased guaranty levels -- all 
positive  steps  to  ease  the  stranglehold  of 
Main  Street's  access  to  capital.  A  former 
deputy administrator under President Clinton, 
Hochberg was the lead author of the report.

2008  MOST INFLUENTIAL INDUSTRY 
PEOPLE

Brian  Burke/Karen  McHugh,  Partners, 
sbaAccess, Richardson, TX

Industry  veterans  Burke  and  McHugh  left 
highly  visible  jobs  to  start  their  specialty 
consulting  company,  assisting  lenders  with 
their SBA lending programs. In the process, 
they have positioned themselves as national 
experts within the SBA lending industry.
-------------------------------------------------------
Bob Cota, President, PCFS2000, Brea, CA

Cota has more than 40 years of SBA lending 
experience starting as a commercial lender in 
Southern California.  This background served 
as the foundation for his going into business 
for  himself  by  developing  software  for  the 
niche  market  of  SBA lending.  There  were 
several companies in the 1990s that divided 
up the SBA software market,  but today,  his 
company, PCFS2000, is the leading software 
provider for SBA lenders, offering solutions 
for both the packaging and the servicing of 
7(a) loans.
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